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"HuNTSViLLE, M. T., December 23, 1813. "Since the battle of Tallehatchie and Talladegaj the army of General Jackson has crumbled to pieces. The whole of his volunteer infantry are returning home, insisting that their time of service expired on the loth of the month, being the anniversary of their rendezvous at Nashville. (These were troops who had volunteered for the Natchez campaign.) The General, however, did not discharge them; the decision is left with the Governor of Tennessee. What he will do is not yet known. The universal impression, however, is that they will be discharged. Yet nothing is more clear than that they have not served twelve months, and they were by law to serve twelve months in a period of two years, unless sooner discharged. The General's force now at Fort Strother, Ten Islands of Coosa, may amount to about 1,500 men, chiefly drafted militia. Of these nearly the whole will be entitled to discharge about the 4th of the ensuing month. It is supposed that not more than 150 or 200 (who are attached to the General personally, and will remain through motives of affection) will be left with him after that day. Doubtless you know that the brigade of cavalry volunteers and mounted riflemen, under the command of General Coffee, were sometime since ordered into the settlements to recruit their horses for a few days, and procure new ones."
In this dark hour, and while his letter and the Governor's proclamation and the appeals of Cartwright and Blackburn, under the inspiration of Jackson, were working out his final purpose of raising a new army in Tennessee, General Jackson, with his faithful Coffee and Carroll, and such raw troops as they could bring to him, made an excursion further into the Indian Nation. This was done from two considerations: First, to hold the great body of the Indians in check until he got ready to attack them; and, second, to keep his new recruits from the effects of idleness in camp. After he made this excursion, he made a report to Major General Pinckney, from which I make the following extract:an known by the author to be of the first respectability: have espoused our cause and aided us with their arms ? Is it good policy to turn loose upon our defenseless frontiers five thousand exasperated savages, to reek their hands once more in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
